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October 20, 2009 
 
 
Happy October, TAFA Families! 
 
I hope that the start of the school year has been a successful one for you.  I find this time of the year to 
be one of the most beautiful, with all the colors and crisp air.  As you know we have grown considerably 
this year.  It has been exciting to see all the changes. We have a dynamite group of new teachers and are 
well on the way to our future of a 6th thru 12th grade school.  We have made some changes to support 
student success academically, and have increased the number of offerings for our students.   
 
Class scheduling created a challenge for our students this semester.  There was some perplexity because 
of our limited space and the necessity for two teachers to rotate from room to room.  The kinks seem to 
have been worked out and students are no longer getting lost!  I told the students that it is probably 
time for them to update the school map.   
 
As a school we are continuing to work at building a safe, engaging and rigorous school community.  One 
of our challenges is student pick-up and drop-off.  With all of the neighboring schools on the same bus 
schedule it has created some congestion and tardiness.  To ensure student safety the district has asked 
us to make sure that you all drop students off in the designated area.  I appreciate your patience as we 
work to smooth things out in our shared space.   
 
Staffing Update:  We regret that Mr. Bieber has left our 8th grade teaching staff.  Unfortunately, there 
was a certification discrepancy that prevented him from remaining in the position.  We are deeply 
saddened to have lost him and are trying to minimize the effects on our students.  We have begun 
interviewing for the position, and will also have the students participate in the selection of their next 
teacher.  We are hopeful that the process will be complete within the next two weeks.  Our goal is to 
have someone on board prior to the Student-Led Conferences.   
 
Thank you for all of your support this year.  I feel quite honored that you have entrusted your children to 
us this year and will work to ensure that we do whatever we can to ensure their academic success. 
Feel free to e-mail or call me so that I can address any concerns. 
 
Best, 

 
Laura 
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Get Plugged In   
Important information every family needs to know!!! 

 
 

TAFA PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO) 
We need you!  We are looking for people who care.  No special skills necessary, and you 
only commit as much time as you are able.  Just volunteer and get involved with other 

families who care about our school.  The TAFA PTO is an active, energetic and dedicated 
group of parents who get together regularly to support our students, staff and parents.  

The next meeting is this Thursday, October 22nd at 6:00 pm.  All are welcome! 
 
 

DIGITAL LEARNING COMMONS (DLC) 
Come learn how to navigate the DLC so you can keep up with what your student is doing 

at school.  There will be a training session just before the PTO meeting this Thursday, 
October 22 from 5:30 to 6:00 pm.  There are only a few slots left, so call the office ASAP if 

you’re interested.   
 

GRADES ONLINE (GO) 
To access GO, go to the district website at fwps.org.  Mouse over “About our Schools” at 
the top of the screen.  Click on “Grades Online” (it’s the fourth one down).  Select “TAF 

Academy” from the list.  Enter the Student ID Number and the GO Password (your 
student should have this) and click on “Login.”  If you have any questions or need your 

student’s password, please call the office. 
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 The ART ROOM is open for students 
to do class work or independent 

artwork Tuesdays & Thursdays after 
school until 4:00 pm, and before 

school on Mondays & Wednesdays 
from 7:15 am to 7:40 am. 

Student Led Conferences 
Thursday/Friday, October 29 & 30 

 

No classes during SLCs 

 

Conference appointments have been assigned and sent home 

with your student.  Please contact your child’s teacher if you 

need to reschedule. 

SPORTS 
 

Information about Intramural Sports is available at the front office.   

Interested students can stop by before or after school. 
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CHECK OUT OUR EXTENDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES (ELOS) 
 

ELOS ARE AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES THAT ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN.  THIS FALL 

WE HAVE ART CLUB, FRENCH CLUB, POPSICLE STICK BRIDGE BUILDING CHALLENGE, KODU (A VIDEO GAME 

DESIGN CLASS), SAT PREP, TUTORING, STRATEGY GAMES AND STUDY HALL. ACTIVITY BUSES ARE AVAILABLE 

ON MONDAYS, TUESDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS AT 3:45 FOR STUDENTS WHO NEED TRANSPORTATION.  
REGISTRATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE FRONT OFFICE. IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION, 

PLEASE CONTACT JENNIFER YOUNGBLOOD AT JENNIFERY@TECHACCESS.ORG OR (206) 390-1479. 
 

 

ELO schedule: 
 

MONDAYS (ACTIVITY BUS) 
TUTORING 
YEARBOOK 
SAT PREP 
ART CLUB 

FRENCH CAFÉ 
 

TUESDAYS (ACTIVITY BUS) 
TUTORING 

STUDY HALL 
FRENCH CLUB 

 
WEDNESDAYS (ACTIVITY BUS) 

KODU 
STRATEGY GAMES 

TUTORING 
 

THURSDAYS (NO BUS) 
BRIDGE BUILDING 

FRENCH CLUB 
 

FRIDAY (NO BUS) 
FRENCH CAFÉ 
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What’s Coming Up at TAFA: 
 
 

Thursday, October 22 

DLC Training 
5:30-6:00 

PTO Meeting 
6:00-7:30 

 

Thursday & Friday, October 29/30 

Student Led Conferences 

(NO CLASSES) 

 

Monday, November 9 

Picture Day 

(Uniform or Dress Clothes only) 
 

Wednesday, November 11 

Veteran’s Day 
(NO SCHOOL) 

 

Thursday, November 09 

PTO Meeting 

6:00-7:30 

 

Wednesday, November 25 

EARLY DISMISSAL 

 

Thursday & Friday, November 26/27 

Thanksgiving Day 

(NO SCHOOL)  
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Name Position 
Phone 

Number 
Email Address 

Laura Brown Principal 253-945-5188 labrown@fwps.org 

  
  

Nicole Russell Instructional Math Coach 253-945-4060 nrussell@fwps.org 

Damaris Pearson Career Counselor 253-945-4061 dpearson@fwps.org 

  
  

Tenesha Fremstad 6
th
 Grade Literacy 253-945-4063 tfremstad@fwps.org 

Holly Hosley 6
th
 Grade Math/Science 253-945-4062 hhosley@fwps.org 

  
  

Dave Neese 7
th
 Grade Literacy 253-945-4064 dneese@fwps.org 

Deb North 7
th
 Grade Math/Science 253-945-4065 dnorth@fwps.org 

  
  

Ross Brown 8
th
 Grade Literacy 253-945-4069 rbrown@fwps.org 

Megan Whitney 8
th
 Grade Math/Science 253-945-4068 TBD 

  
  

Andrew Miller 9
th
 Grade Literacy 253-945-4066 anmiller@fwps.org 

Erin Sanchez 10
th
 Grade Literacy 253-945-4067 esanchez@fwps.org 

  
  

Judy Cowling High School Math/Science TBD* jcowling@fwps.org 

Christal Lee High School Math/Science TBD* chrlee@fwps.org 

  
  

Charity Allen French Teacher 253-945-5183 challen@fwps.org 

Fumiko Bledsoe Japanese Teacher TBD fbledsoe@fwps.org 

Tabi Eberhardt Art Teacher 253-945-5165 teberhar@fwps.org 

  
  

Denise Mosley Office Manager 253-945-5187 dmosley@fwps.org 

Nancy Schroeder Secretary 253-945-5190 nschroed@fwps.org 

  
  

Nurse's Office 
 

253-945-5189  

Student Phone 
 

253-945-5135  

  
  

FAX 
 

253-945-5191  

  
  

*Phone messages can be called in to the main office at 253-945-5190. 

 

School hours are as follows: 
 

Office:  7:30 AM – 4:00 PM 
 

School in Session:  7:45 AM – 2:45 PM 
 

ATTENDANCE:  Please call Nancy Schroeder at 253-945-5190 to report or excuse absences 
or tardies.   Alternatively, you may email her at nschroed@fwps.org 

mailto:labrown@fwps.org
mailto:nrussell@fwps.org
mailto:dpearson@fwps.org
mailto:tfremstad@fwps.org
mailto:hhosley@fwps.org
mailto:dneese@fwps.org
mailto:dnorth@fwps.org
mailto:rbrown@fwps.org
mailto:anmiller@fwps.org
mailto:esanchez@fwps.org
mailto:jcowling@fwps.org
mailto:chrlee@fwps.org
mailto:challen@fwps.org
mailto:fbledsoe@fwps.org
mailto:teberhar@fwps.org
mailto:dmosley@fwps.org
mailto:nschroed@fwps.org

