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Dear Families of TAF Academy,

We have just finished another exciting month. Our new student cohorts are continuing to work hard at
grasping the PBL workload. Some of our students are finding it a little difficult while others are enjoying the
process. Student exhibitions will be held soon, giving you an opportunity to see students demonstrate their
learning. | hope that all parents & guardians will take advantage of the Digital Learning Commons (DLC)
training so that you will know how to access your student’s work.

School Uniform and Clothing: WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Remember that middle school students must be in uniform daily. High schoolers should be in office-casual
attire. The bulk of discipline referrals to my office are for students being out of uniform. This directly affects
classroom instruction as it creates power struggles with students, which has a negative impact on our school
community. Starting next week, parents will be contacted if a student is not in compliance, and three such
referrals will earn detention. If the behavior persists, additional consequences will be given. Studies show that
school attire makes a big difference in motivation and academic achievement. If students need support in
dressing appropriately please contact the office so that we can attempt to provide support for your child.

Staffing Update:
| am happy to welcome Megan Whitney, gt grade Math/Science instructor, as the newest addition to our staff!

Facility Update:

We will be moving our Teacher’s Commons to an open space in Totem Middle School so that we can provide
our computer teacher, Robin Worley, with a permanent space to provide instruction for our students. The
transition should take place in the next week or so.

Lunchtime:

Starting next semester our High School students will eat their lunch and then be released to the Student
Commons or a designated classroom. Our Middle School students will continue to have a full lunch period
available in the Totem cafeteria. | am working with the Foundation and the District to come up with a
permanent option for our students as the year progresses.

Thank you so much for all of your continued support. | am looking forward to seeing you at the next PTO
meeting on the November 19" from 6:00-7:30. Please contact me if you have any question or concerns.

Best,

SE—

Laura
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Get Plugged In
Important information every family needs to know!!!

DIGITAL LEARNING COMMONS (DLC)
Come learn how to navigate the DLC so you can keep up with what your student is doing
at school. There will be a training session just before the PTO meeting next Thursday,
November 19th from 5:30 to 6:00 pm. Please call the office if you’re interested.

SCHOOL PICTURE RE-TAKE DAY
School picture re-takes will be done on Thursday, December 10™. Class photos will also be
taken this day, so all middle school students must be in uniform. If your middle school
student is taking an individual photo for re-take, they may bring a change of clothing for
the individual photo session only. Students who bring a change of clothing for their
individual photo must change back into their uniform for the group photos.

TAFA PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO)

We need you! We are looking for people who care. No special skills are necessary, and
you only commit as much time as you are able. Just volunteer and get involved with other
families who care about our students and our school. The TAFA PTO is an active,
energetic and dedicated group of parents who get together regularly to support our
students, staff and parents. All are welcome!

If you have any questions, please call Liah Walker, PTO President, at 206-429-2401

GRADES ONLINE (GO)

Grades Online is where you can see your student’s grades any day of the week. To access
GO, go to the district website at fwps.org. Mouse over “About our Schools” at the top of
the screen. Click on “Grades Online” (it’s the fourth one down). Select “TAF Academy”
from the list. Enter the Student ID Number and the GO Password (your student should
have this) and click on “Login.” If you have any questions or need your student’s
password, please call the office.
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The ART ROOM is open for students to do class work or
independent artwork Tuesdays & Thursdays after school until
4:00 pm, and before school on Mondays & Wednesdays from
7:15 am to 7:40 am.

SPORTS

Information about Intramural Sports is available at the front office.
Interested students can stop by before or after school.

HIGHER EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

College Bound Scholarship i Are you a 7" or 8" grader? You may be eligible for a four-
year scholarship. You can apply if you meet one of these requirements: 1) you are eligible
for free or reduced price lunch; 2) you are a foster youth (regardless of income); 3) you
receive TANF benefits; 4) you meet the family income requirements in the chart on the
College Bound website. Your familydéds income wil/
in your senior year. Apply online: www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound . Deadline: June30th

Bard Col | e &ek-Jhe EalyiCollegaidTse only college where the world is
your s, right now, when y o-yedr cobdege ofehalibeyal arts
and sciences with an intense core curr
universities; inspiring classes; first-class facilities for the sciences, the arts, and athletics;
and a wealth of opportunities for cond
college of the liberal arts and sciences specifically designed to provide bright, highly
motivated students with the opportunity to begin college after the 10" or 11" grade. More
information on their website at: www.simons-rock.edu

The Clark Early College Fellows Program i This fellowship allows exceptional young
leaders to enter college following the 10" or 11" grade. Clark Fellows receive $20,000 in
each of their four years of college. Fellows begin the academic career at Bard College at
Simonds Rock and can rdtpitohayanytuddergraduatesanpus |
or program within the Bard system. Candidates are nominated by adults (teachers, mentors,
guidance counselors or advisors) associated with the school. Nomination deadline is
February 1, 2010.
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ELO schedule:

MONDAYS (ACTIVITY BUS)
TUTORING
YEARBOOK
SAT PREP
ART CLUB

FRENCH CAFE

TUESDAYS (ACTIVITY BUS)
TUTORING
STUDY HALL
FRENCH CLUB

WEDNESDAYS (ACTIVITY BUS)
Kobu
STRATEGY GAMES
TUTORING

THURSDAYS (No Bus)
BRIDGE BUILDING
FRENCH CLUB

FRIDAY (NO Bus)
FRENCH CAFE

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES (ELOS)

ELOS ARE AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES THAT ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN. THIS FALL
WE HAVE ART CLUB, FRENCH CLUB, POPSICLE STICK BRIDGE BUILDING CHALLENGE, KODU (A VIDEO GAME
DESIGN CLASS), SAT PREP, TUTORING, STRATEGY GAMES AND STUDY HALL. ACTIVITY BUSES ARE AVAILABLE
ON MONDAYS, TUESDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS AT 3:45 FOR STUDENTS WHO NEED TRANSPORTATION.
REGISTRATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE FRONT OFFICE. IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT JENNIFER YOUNGBLOOD AT JENNIFERY @TECHACCESS.ORG OR (206) 390-1479.
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What 6s CatmAFA:g Up

Thursday, November 19
DLC Training
5:30-6:00
PTO Meeting
6:00-7:30

Wednesday, November 25
EARLY DISMISSAL: 12:45 PM
(LUNCH WILL BE SERVED)

Thursday & Friday, November 26/27
Thanksgiving Day
(NO SCHOOL)

Thursday, December 10
Picture Make-Up and Class Photo Day
Middle School T UNIFORM ONLY, but may bring a change of
clothes for individual photos only.
High School i NO DENIM!!! Casual-dress or dressy only

December 21 through January 1
Winter Break

(NO SCHOOL)
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School hoursare as follows:
Office: 730 AM & 4:00 PM

School in Session::45 AM 8 2:45 PM

ATTENDANCE: Please call Nancy Schroeder at 25345-5190 to report or excuse absences

or tardies. Alternatively, you may email her at nschroed@fwps.org
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Name Position RIS Email Address
Number
Laura Brown Principal 253-945-5188 | labrown@fwps.org

Nicole Russell

Instructional Math Coach

253-945-4060

nrussell@fwps.org

Damaris Pearson

Career Counselor

253-945-4061

dpearson@fwps.org

Tenesha Fremstad

6" Grade Literacy

253-945-4063

tfremstad @fwps.org

Holly Hosley 6" Grade Math/Science 253-945-4062 | hhosley@fwps.org
Dave Neese 7" Grade Literacy 253-945-4064 | dneese@fwps.org
Deb North 7" Grade Math/Science 253-945-4065 | dnorth@fwps.org
Ross Brown 8" Grade Literacy 253-945-4069 | rbrown@fwps.org
Megan Whitney 8" Grade Math/Science 253-945-4068 | TBD

Andrew Miller

9" Grade Literacy

253-945-4066

anmiller@fwps.org

Erin Sanchez

10" Grade Literacy

253-945-4067

esanchez@fwps.org

Judy Cowling High School Math/Science | TBD* jcowling@fwps.org
Christal Lee High School Math/Science | TBD* chrlee@fwps.org
Charity Allen French Teacher 253-945-5183 | challen@fwps.org

Fumiko Bledsoe

Japanese Teacher

TBD*

fbledsoe@fwps.org

Tabi Eberhardt

Art Teacher

253-945-5165

teberhar@fwps.org

Denise Mosley

Office Manager

253-945-5187

dmosley@fwps.org

Nancy Schroeder

Secretary

253-945-5190

nschroed@fwps.org

Nurse's Office

253-945-5189

Student Phone

253-945-5135

FAX

253-945-5191

*Phone messages can be called in to the main office at 253-945-5190.
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